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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gasper (6,246,304) in view of Scott et al. (4,969,063). 

Gasper teaches a circuit breaker comprising: 
a housing 20; 

separable contacts 50 and 60; 
an operating mechanism 160; 

means for providing a first and second output (on/off with power source); and 
a first indicator 340 cooperating with the first output. 

Gasper discloses the claimed invention except for a first indicator and a second indicator 
illuminate to display the condition of the separable contacts (either open or closed). 

Scott et al. teaches a circuit breaker (fig. 1 and 2) having a first and a second indicators 
illuminating for the purpose of displaying the status of the separable contacts. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to provide circuit breaker of Gasper with the illuminated display of Scott et al since the display 
of Scott et al. would provide the breaker of Gasper with a visual condition of the breaker. 
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Regarding claim 2, SA1 (fig. 2 of Scott et al.) is an auxiliary switch cooperating with the 
operating mechanism. 

Regarding claim 3, the auxiliary switch (Scott et al.) comprises a common terminal NI, 
normally open terminal a and normally closed terminal b, providing respective output. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, H2 is an external power supply providing power to the switch. 

Regarding claims 6, 7 and 8, the indicators are different color LED (see fig. 2, RED and 
GREEN). 

Regarding claims 15, the operating member 160 has a second portion 190 (at least 
comprising of 190) to activate the indication means by activating the operating member 330. 
3. Claims 9-14 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gasper and Scott et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Jones (6,342,995). 

Gasper and Scott et al. teach the claimed invention except for the LED being a LED 
package. Jones teaches a LED package for the purpose of providing a visual trip circuit status. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to provide breaker of Gasper and Scott et al. with a LED package as taught by Jones since the 
LED package of Jones would provide the device of Gasper and Scott et al. with a visual trip 
circuit status. 

Regarding claim 10, the auxiliary switch (Scott et al.) comprises a common terminal NI, 
normally open terminal a and normally closed terminal b, providing respective output. 
Regarding claims 1 1 and 14, see fig. 4 of Scott et al. 

Regarding claim 12, the electrical connection between the LED DG and DR obviously 
has resistance. 
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Regarding claim 13 see fig. 4 of Scott et al. showing NC (al) connected to the anode of 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Please see the attached PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard K. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-1994. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Fri. 6:00AM to 2:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin G. Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



DG. 



Conclusion 



Richard K. Lei 
Examiner / 
Art Unit 2832 




